
 

PARNELL, Harold  Ernest  

Served as a  Canadian ,  Service No: 113473, Private  4th Canadian Mounted Rifles 

(Central Ontario Regiment)  

.8th Brigade,  3rd Canadian Division 

Age: 29 Date of Death: 01/10/1916  

He was born in South Green, Fingringhoe 23rd March 1887. Son of Mrs. Fanny Parnell, of 18, West St., 

Colchester, Essex, England. At the time of the 1901 Census he  lived in East Donyland Boot Factory 

Clicker. 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles. Formed at Toronto in Dec 1914. To the 2nd Canadian Mounted 

Rifles Brigade. Arrived in France 24-10-1915. The year 1916 saw the Battle of the Somme. But before the 

Canadians joined that ill-fated operation, they were engaged in local offensives in the southern part of the 

Ypres Salient. At their first battle, at St. Eloi, the Canadians of the 2nd Division suffered 1,373 casualties in 

12 days of confused attacks and counter-attacks on a battlefield of water-filled craters and shell-holes. The 

3rd Division's initiation to battle was even more devastating, for the Germans mounted a massive attack 

against their positions at Mount Sorrel. In the fierce bombardment, whole sections of trench were obliterated 

and the defending garrisons annihilated. The force of explosions hurled human bodies and even the trees of 

Sanctuary Wood into the air as the enemy succeeded in capturing the important vantage-points of Mount 

Sorrel and Hills 61 and 62. The 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles bore the brunt of losses: 89 per cent of its 

members became casualties. Of 702 soldiers, only 76 came through unscathed.    In late August 1916, the 

Canadian divisions moved to the Somme, where they took over a section of the front line in front of the 

village of Courcelette. The recently-arrived 4th Division remained in the north, as part of a combined force 

under British command. On September 15, the 2nd and 3rd Divisions assaulted and captured the village. In 

the weeks that followed, the Canadians attacked again and again to advance only a few hundred metres over 

shell-pocked, corpse-strewn land. The deadly battlefield was crisscrossed by German defences—Hessian 

Trench, Kenora Trench and Regina Trench, which was finally taken on November 11. 

.Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead  

Memorial: VIMY MEMORIAL Country: France 

Locality: Pas de Calais 

On the opening day of the Battle of Arras, 9 April 

1917, the four divisions of the Canadian Corps, 

fighting side by side for the first time, scored a huge 

tactical victory in the capture of the 60 metre high 

Vimy Ridge. After the war, the highest point of the 

ridge was chosen as the site of the great memorial to 

all Canadians who served their country in battle 

during the First World War, and particularly to the 

60,000 who gave their lives in France. It also bears 

the names of 11,000 Canadian servicemen who died 

in France - many of them in the fight for Vimy Ridge 

- who have no known grave. 

  

  



 



 

These pages are dedicated to the memory of the Fallen from the two World Wars, who lived in Abberton 

& Langenhoe.. Prepared by Saint Andrew's Parochial Church Council. November 11th 2000 

 


